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Ex-situ conservation and reintroduction of the Italian Grey Partridge (LIFE 

Perdix project): Three years of monitoring 

Francesco Riga1*, Gaia De Luca1, Chiara Gabbrielli2, Claudia Greco1, Nadia Mucci1, Paolo Montanaro1, Davide 

Senserini2, Alberto Sorace1, Cristiano Tabarroni1, Daniel Tramontana2, Stefania Volani1 

1 ISPRA 

2 Federcaccia 

*Presenter’s email: francesco.riga@isprambiente.it 

 
The main objectives of the LIFE Perdix project are the ex-situ conservation of the Italian Grey Partridge Per- 

dix perdix italica, now extinct in the wild, and its reintroduction into the “Valle del Mezzano”, which until the 

mid-1980s hosted a large population of over 12,000 individuals. In 2019, starting from a captive stock still 

breeding and carrying haplotypes identified in wild Italian museum specimens, genetic selection of breeders 

was carried out at CUFA’s breeding farm in Bieri (Lucca), following protocols developed by the ISPRA Unit for 

Conservation Genetics. Birds aged 90 days were released into fenced enclosures during August and September 

(2022: 5,250 birds; 2023: 9,900; 2024: 9,000). A subset was fitted with collar radio tags (2022: 43; 2023: 130; 

2024: 71), each weighing 4.5 g with an estimated battery life of 240 days. Survival rates were low in the first 

two years (2022: 14.63%; 2023: 23.08%), but improved significantly in 2024 (70.4%). Playback counts of calling 

males per 100 ha yielded: March 2022: 2.04; April 2022: 1.90; March 2023: 1.68; April 2023: 1.90. In July-August 

2023, brood surveys based on direct observations found 40 pairs, of which 8 (20%) had chicks, averaging 2.25 

chicks per breeding female. In July-August 2024, surveys using both direct observations and trained dogs again 

found 40 pairs, 13 of which (32.5%) had one or more chicks, with an average of 3.25 chicks per breeding female. 
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