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In 2016/17 the Ufficio Studi e Ricerche Faunistiche e Agro ambientali FIdC implemented Common and Jack 

Snipe Project based on plumage collections of a sample of birds shot in Italy, in cooperation with the Club del 

Bec- caccino and ACMA. The program aims to describe and evaluate sex and age ratios for Common and 

Jack Snipe in Italy, in the last three hunting seasons from 2022/23 to 2024/25, in the monitored regions. Over 

the three hunting seasons, 419 Common Snipe plumages and 212 Jack Snipe plumages were collected to 

determine age and sex of the specimens. For Common Snipe, the proportion of juveniles was 87.9% (age ratio 

= 9.6) in the 2022/23, 68.4% (age ratio = 2.1) in the 2023/24 and 65.1% (age ratio = 1.9) in the 2024/25. As 

for the sex ra- tio, the proportion of males in the overall sample was 42% in the 2022/23, 33% in the 2023/24, 

and 49% in the 2024/25. For Jack Snipe, the proportion of juveniles was 50,0% (age ratio = 1,1) in the 2022/23, 

70,9% (age ratio = 2,6) in the 2023/24 and 61,1% (age ratio = 1,7) in the 2024/25. As for the sex ratio, the 

proportion of males in the overall sample was 38% in the 2022/23, 34% in the 2023/24 and 54% in the 2024/25. 

These re- sults underscore the importance of maintaining long-term monitoring programs to evaluate the 

population structure of Common Snipe and Jack Snipe, which are important for management of both 

species in Europe. 
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