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Age ratio of European Turtle Dove Streptotelia turtur in italian harvest from
2016 to 2024

Michele Sorrenti'”, Marco Fasoli'

1 Study and Research Office Italian Hunting Federation Via Garigliano 57,00198 Roma
*Presenter’'s email: michele.sorrenti@fidc.it

The European Turtle Dove Streptotelia turtur is a species of high hunting interest in Italy. In recent decades, the
Western European population has undergone a major decline and consequently a hunting moratorium for this flyway
was introduced in 2021. The Central and Eastern European population has also declined but less pronouncedly,
and in Italy some regions allowed hunting until the 2024-2025 season. Due to the decline, the International Action
Plan in 2018 and subsequently the Italian National Management Plan in 2022 were published, which provide for an
in-depth study of the issues related to the reproductive success of the European Turtle Dove by all stakeholders.
Hunters have been involved in the drafting of these plans, research on this species and actions taken to improve
habitats. The Study and Research Office of the Italian Hunting Federation started collecting wings of European Turtle
Doves shot by hunters to know the age ratio of the hunted population and thus have an estimate of the productivity
of young, which is a parameter required for management of the species. Wing collection began in 2016 and there
were 5185 wings collected up to the 2024-2025 season, with large differences over the years due to the different
hunting regimes in the various regions. The young/adult ratio was between 3.3 and 2.1 young per adult. The results

show a relative stability around the value of two young per adult in the hunted population in the Italian regions.
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