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Sex and age in the Common Pochard Aythya ferina harvest in Veneto
Region

Michele Sorrenti'’, Marco Fasoli?

1 Study and Research Office Italian Hunting Federation Via Garigliano 57,00198 Roma
2 ACMA (Associazione Cacciatori Migratori Acquatici), Via Messina 45, 20154, Milano
*Presenter’s email: michele.sorrenti@fidc.it

The Common Pochard Aythya ferina is listed by AEWA in column A1, indicating it as a globally threatened species. IWC
results show decline in the North-eastern and North-western european range, and stability-increase in the Central
and North-eastern range of the Black Sea and Mediterranean. IWC also show increase in Italy and Veneto Region,
particularly thanks to environmental recovery initiatives in the private shooting areas of the Venice Lagoon. In order
to obtain supplementary data to the IWC counts, the Study and Research Office of the Italian Hunting Federation
and its sectorial ACMA (Association of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters) undertook the data collection on harvest and
analysis of wings of birds shot. Wings of pochards allow sex and age identification by plumage examination. During
the last four hunting seasons from 2021-22 to 2024-25, more than 820 wings were collected from the regions of Veneto,
Emilia-Romagna, Tuscany and Lombardy. However, the samples received are not consistent for each season for all
regions except for the Veneto region. For this reason, the data for Veneto are presented with regard to age and sex
ratios. The results show that the age ratio index (total youngs/adult females) was between 5,1 and 6,6, while the sex
ratio shows a mean of 0.72 (min 0.540; max 0.803). Sex ratio confirms the prevalence of males recorded in the 2016
IWC censuses with an index of 0.685, while the age ratio does not show a decline in productivity in the study period.
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